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Part (I) Israel’s commitment to annex parts of the West Bank
1.

What is this guide about?

This guide seeks to describe the nature, likelihood and impact of annexation of parts of the West Bank by Israel
and what those seeking peace for all people in Israel and Palestine can do. It should be read in the context of
Israel taking over the majority of the land that comprised British Mandated Palestine in an ongoing series of
land acquisitions since 1948. In that sense, the current possibility of further Israeli annexation by Israel’s current
Netanyahu-Gantz coalition is nothing new, but rather would constitute more of the same, equally illegal, equally
opposed to the human rights of Palestinians and equally contrary to a peaceful resolution of this conflict. It’s in
that sense that we have called this document “Annexation by Increment”.
The guide presents a range of views on what is being said about annexation. In so doing we would like to note
that including (and providing links to) these sources does not necessarily imply endorsement by the Palestine
Israel Ecumenical Network of the views stated.

2.

What is the current state of play?

On 20 April 2020, Benjamin Netanyahu, leader of the Likud Party and Benny Gantz, leader of the Blue and White
Alliance, signed a Coalition Agreement to form an emergency unity Government of Israel.
“According to the deal, Netanyahu can advance legislation to annex parts of the West Bank starting July 1, on
the condition that the move is supported by the U.S. administration”.1

3.

What has Prime Minister Netanyahu said earlier about annexation?

On 3 January 2019, Naftali Bennett and Ayelet Shaked head of the Israeli extreme right-wing party Hayamin
Hehadash, proposed annexing Area C in the West Bank, imposing full Israeli sovereignty there, and granting
Israeli residency or citizenship to Palestinians living in those areas.2 This policy was made in the lead up to
Israel’s first election on 9 April 2019. Bennet was the Education Minister and a member of the Israeli cabinet.
On 7 April 2019, Prime Minister Netanyahu promised to annex Jewish settlements in the West Bank (he refers
to this as Judea and Samaria) if he won the election3.
On 11 September 2019, Prime Minister Netanyahu promised if he won the September election he would annex
the Jordan Valley and the northern Dead Sea, amounting to about a third of the West Bank.4

Part (II) Context
4.

What is the status of the West Bank, Palestine?

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem is occupied territory under international law. This is disputed by Israel,
the Occupying Power.
On 5 June 1967, Israel launched a surprise attack on the United Arab Republic (Egypt). Israel asserts the attack
was based on self-defence due to actions by the UAR. The UAR stated Israel’s actions were an act of aggressive
war. The resulting Six-Day War between Israel and neighbouring states resulted in Israel’s belligerent
occupation of:
• The West Bank, including East Jerusalem (that had previously been annexed by Jordan in 1951)
• Gaza (that was under the control of the UAR)
• the Golan Heights (that was part of the Syrian Arab Republic)
• Sinai (that was part of UAR).
1

Chaim Levinson, 'Netanyahu, Gantz Sign Coalition Deal to Form Government;', 20 April 2020
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/elections/.premium-gantz-netanyahu-expected-to-sign-coalition-deal-onmonday-evening-1.8783533
2
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/elections/.premium-hayamin-hehadash-calls-to-annex-part-of-west-bank1.6980513
3
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/apr/07/netanyahu-vows-to-annexe-jewish-settlements-in-occupied-westbank
4
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/sep/10/netanyahu-vows-annex-large-parts-occupied-west-bank-trump
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5.

Map of Israel and Palestine

Map 1. Israel and Palestine5

5

Occupied Palestinian Territory Humanitarian Atlas (OCHA), 2019
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Atlas_2019_web.pdf
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6.

What is the area of Israel and Palestine in comparison to the British mandate of Palestine?
Region

7.

Square
miles

Square
kilometres

Dunums

Percentage of
British mandate
Palestine

Israel (1967-)
[excluding E
Jerusalem]
Gaza (1949-)

8,019

20,770

20,770,000

77.11

139

360

360,000

1.34

West Bank (1949-)

2,262

5,860

5,860,000

21.76

Occupied Golan
Heights (1967-)
Area A - 18%
(1993-)

463

1,200

1,200,000

407

1,055

1,055,000

(Part of Syria
Mandate)
3.92

Area B - 21%
(1993-)

475

1,231

1,231,000

4.57

Area C - 61%
(1993-)

1,380

3,575

3,575,000

13.27

What are the Oslo Accords?

Map 2. The Oslo Accords – Areas A, B and C.

The Oslo Accords were signed by the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) & Israel in 1993 (Oslo I), on the basis
that within five years the final status issues would be
concluded and a two state solution would have emerged.
A second set of agreements were signed in 1995 (Oslo II).
In this interim process towards self-government the
West Bank in 1995 was divided into three different
administrative areas.
• Area A is 18% of the area of the West Bank. It is
supposed to be under total Palestinian Civil and
Security control
• Area B is 21% of the area of the West Bank. It is
supposed to be under Palestinian civil control and
Israeli security control. 80% of Palestinians live in
Areas A and B and it includes the cities and major
towns.
• Area C is 61% of the area of the West Bank. It is
under Israeli civil and security control. It is the only
contiguous area in the West Bank, holding major
land reserves necessary for livelihoods and
development. More than 150,000 Palestinians live
in this area.
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8.

What could a two state solution look like for Israel and West Bank, Palestine?

Maps 3-5. Geneva Initiative, Annexation of Area C or the US/Trump Plan. Noting whilst these maps focus on
the West Bank, any recognition of Palestine in a two state solution or other model will include Gaza.6

3. Geneva Initiative

4. Annexation of Area C

5. US/Trump Plan

PALESTINE

ISRAEL

JORDAN

9.

The impact of Israeli imposed ‘Firing Zones’ on Palestinian life
• “In the 1970s, Israel declared large swathes of the West Bank as ‘firing zones’, which are distinct from
other closed military areas, such as those declared around Israeli settlements and between the Barrier
and the Green Line. A Palestinian presence is formally prohibited in these zones without permission from
the Israeli authorities, which is rarely granted.
• Approximately 18% of the West Bank has been designated as a closed military zone for training, or ‘firing
zone’; this is roughly the same amount of the West Bank under full Palestinian authority (Area A, 17.7%).
• Approximately 5,000 Palestinians reside in the firing zones, (in 38 communities), mostly Bedouin or
herding communities, many of which existed prior to the closing of the area.
• Over 80% of the communities are located in the Jordan Valley and Dead Sea area or south Hebron hills.
• Over 90% of these communities are water scarce, accessing less than 60 litres per capita per day (l/c/d),
compared to the 100 l/c/d recommended by the World Health Organization; over half access less than
30 l/c/d.”.7
• Israeli Settlers living on confiscated Palestinian land in the West Bank have unlimited access to water
usage and supply.

6

1. Geneva Initiative (2003) ‘Israeli-Palestinian Permanent Borders’. https://ecf.org.il/media_items/856
2. Occupied Palestinian Territory Humanitarian Atlas (OCHA), 2019
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Atlas_2019_web.pdf
3. ‘Peace to Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the Lives of the Palestinian and Israeli People’
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Peace-to-Prosperity-0120.pdf
7
The Humanitarian Impact of Israeli-Declared “Firing Zones” In the West Bank, August 2012
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/ocha_opt_firing_zone_factsheet_august_2012_english.pdf
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Map 6. ‘Firing Zones’ within the West Bank8

8

The Humanitarian Impact of Israeli-Declared “Firing Zones” In the West Bank, August 2012
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/ocha_opt_firing_zone_factsheet_august_2012_english.pdf
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10. Archaeological sites and impact on Palestinian life
Map 7. Archaeological sites within the West Bank 9

For Palestinians living in the West Bank their land has been confiscated not only for Settlements to be built but
also for Closed military zones, Nature reserves and Archaeological areas, where Palestinian presence is often
prohibited and they are not allowed to use or the develop the land.
Video 1. ‘The Strangers’10 ten minute documentary, shows footage taken by Religious Jewish Settlers of their
incursions at night into a small Palestinian village called Kifl Haris, (Ariel settlement is on Kifl Haris land). There
are 3 holy ancient shrines in this village significant to Jews, Christians and Muslims. Religious Jewish Settlers
hold planned visits to the shrines usually once a month where a couple of hundred Settlers arrive in the early
hours of the morning for a few hours, accompanied by an equal number of soldiers. The town is put on a curfew
whilst the Settlers are there and roads are closed off. There are also unplanned visits a few times a week where
5- 15 Settlers turn up without soldiers. It is usually during these unplanned visits that vandalism by the Settlers
occurs – damage to cars, windows, graves.
9

National ancient sites in the West Bank | Israeli Activities in Archaeological Sites in East Jerusalem and the West Bank:
Five Case Studies 2014
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/CulturalRights/DestructionHeritage/NGOS/EmekShaveh.pdf
10
https://pien.org.au/the-strangers/
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11. Israeli Settlements and Outposts in the West Bank
International Humanitarian Law strictly prohibits the transfer of the occupying forces own population into
occupied territory, yet since 1967 Jewish people have been settling in the West Bank, and in Gaza until 2005.
Any Jewish person in the world has a right under Israeli law, to come and live in the West Bank (and in doing so
is breaking international law).
The United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334 was adopted on 23 December 2016, declaring that
Settlements have no legal validity and are a flagrant violation of international law, and yet they have continued
to expand.
According to Peace Now in 2018:
Figure 1. Excludes Settlers in E. Jerusalem
More than 3 million people live in the
West Bank, 86% of them are
Palestinian and 14% are Israeli
Settlers.
There are 132 settlements officially
established by the Israeli government
throughout the West Bank (East
Jerusalem excluded). There are 124
outposts that have been established
since the 1990s without official
Israeli government approval and are
considered illegal under Israeli law.
“Out of 126 outposts established: 2
outposts were evicted (Migron and
Amona); 15 outposts were legalized
(three as independent settlements
and 12 as ‘neighborhoods’ of existing settlements); at least 35 outposts are in the process of being legalized.
The outposts phenomenon started mainly under Netanyahu as Prime Minister in 1996, and it was stopped in
2005. In 2012 the government of Netanyahu started to established illegal outposts again”.11

Figure 2. How has the Israeli settler population increased in the West Bank?12

11
12

https://peacenow.org.il/en/settlements-watch/settlements-data/population.
Peace Now, [Settler] Population - https://peacenow.org.il/en/settlements-watch/settlements-data/population
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Map 8. Settlements surrounding Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Jericho.13

Settlement expansion near Bethlehem

Settlement plantation in the Jordan Valley

13

Place names added by author onto a map produced by Peace Now, 2019 http://peacenow.org.il/wpcontent/uploads/2019/08/settlements_map_eng-2019.pdf
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12.

What are the ratio and number of Israelis settlers per Palestinian population?

Figure 3. Number of Israeli settlers per Palestinian population14

13.

What does occupation look like in Hebron? What is Area H1 and H2?
“In 1997, Israel and the PLO signed the Hebron Agreement (The Protocol Concerning the Redeployment
in Hebron) which addressed the redeployment of Israeli forces in the city. Under the agreement, Hebron
was divided into two areas: H1 and H2. Responsibility for security and civilian matters in Area H1 –
where most of the Palestinian residents of Hebron live (approx. 115,000 at the time, now approx.
166,000) – was formally handed over to the Palestinian Authority as was done in all other West Bank
cities. As for Area H2, Israel retained responsibility for security matters there, while the PA received
authority only for civilian matters relating to local Palestinian residents. Some 35,000 Palestinians and
500 settlers were living in H2 at the time, and Hebron’s Old City was designated a part of H2”.15

14

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2485.pdf
‘Hebron City Center’, 11 November 2017 https://www.btselem.org/hebron;
https://www.hebronapartheid.org/index.php?glossary=area-H1-H2; United Nations Office Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs https://www.ochaopt.org/content/isolation-palestinians-israeli-controlled-area-hebron-city-continues
15
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Hebron is one of the most segregated areas in the West Bank. Homes and businesses in the old city lie desolate
with their doors bolted shut. Some streets Palestinians are allowed to walk down but cannot drive on and there
are some streets they are not permitted to enter at all. If Palestinians live on these streets they have to enter
and exit their homes via the roof or the back door.
Video 2. Richard Gere in Hebron. In this excellent short video Hollywood legend, Gere, talks about the impact
of his experience of visiting Hebron.16
Map 9. Map of H1 (Palestinian administration) and H2 (Israeli administration and security)17
Photos of H2 old city

16
17

Richard Gere and Hebron - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZ2YpRQSyvk
http://www.passia.org/maps/view/31
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Part (III) Annexation
14. What is annexation?
“Annexation is a formal act whereby a state proclaims its sovereignty over territory hitherto outside its domain.
Unlike cession, whereby territory is given or sold through treaty, annexation is a unilateral act made effective
by actual possession and legitimized by general recognition”.18
“Annexation by a State of the territory or part thereof of another State by means of threats of force or the use
of force is an act of aggression and is therefore forbidden by international law. Annexation of a territory does
not affect the status of protected persons (Geneva Convention IV Art. 47)”’19 that states:
“Protected persons who are in occupied territory shall not be deprived, in any case or in any manner
whatsoever, of the benefits of the present Convention by any change introduced, as the result of the
occupation of a territory, into the institutions or government of the said territory, nor by any agreement
concluded between the authorities of the occupied territories and the Occupying Power, nor by any
annexation by the latter of the whole or part of the occupied territory.”

15.

Why is annexation a bad thing?

Annexation is bad as it undermines the peace process and international law. The peace process since 1967 has
gone through various iterations, but fundamental has been the concept of opposing unliteral acts that prejudice
future negotiations. Annexation places at risk the possibility of a two state solution, as this solution is based on
a viable state of Palestine and Israel. There is no viable state of Palestine without sufficient and necessary
Palestinian territory.
Annexation will:
• embolden the settler and Greater Israel movement
• fundamentally undermine the vision of a two state solution
• mean the breach of Article 47 of the IV Geneva Convention that prohibits annexation
• increase the instances of the crime of apartheid being committed because there exists an
“institutionalized regime of systematic oppression and domination by one racial group over any other
racial group or groups and committed with the intention of maintaining that regime” 20
• intensify further bloodshed, at a local and international level.

16.

What is the spin used by the pro-annexation movement in Israel?

Those within Israel and beyond who support annexation of the West Bank typically refer to it not by annexation
but by “asserting the eternal sovereignty claims of Israel within Eretz Israel, especially in Judea and Samaria,
that are integral to the Land of Israel for national rights, religious and security reasons”.21

17.

What territory has Israel annexed already de jure (i.e. by Israeli law)?

Israel has already de jure annexed (although not named as annexation):
• East Jerusalem in 1980, by a Basic Law.
• Golan Heights in 1981.
18

https://www.britannica.com/topic/annexation ; Annexation (prohibition of)
https://casebook.icrc.org/glossary/annexation-prohibition
19
Pietro Verri, 'Dictionary of the Internal Law of Armed Conflict', International Committee of the Red Cross, 1992
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0453-dictionary-international-law-armed-conflict
20
Paragraph (2)(h) of Article 7 (Crimes against humanity) the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (2002)
provides
21
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/Articles/Article.aspx/19109;
https://www.israelhayom.com/opinions/sovereignty-in-judea-and-samaria-is-key-to-security/
https://traditiononline.org/judea-and-samaria-settlement-and-return/;
https://www.nytimes.com/1982/05/04/world/west-bank-is-israel-s-begin-asserts.html
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18.

What is the difference between de facto and de jure annexation?

De jure, literally in Latin ‘of law’. It is the recognition of a system or relationship existing as ‘a matter of legal
right’. De jure sovereignty involves the application of civilian not military law on a territory.
De facto, literally in Latin ‘of fact’, is the recognition of a system or relationship ‘existing as a matter of fact
rather than of right’. The government may, for example, recognize a foreign government de facto if it is actually
in control of an area. De facto sovereignty involves law exercised through military or civilian basis, depending
on the circumstances.

19.

What territory does Israel exercise overall authority in i.e. either by de facto or de jure
sovereignty?

Israel exercises overall or supreme authority either as de facto or de jure sovereignty over:
(a) De jure sovereignty, according to Israeli law of Israel22, East Jerusalem and Golan Heights.
(b) De facto sovereignty over:
• West Bank, excluding East Jerusalem
o Area A, B, C, H1 and H223
• Gaza.

20.

What area do Palestinians have limited control over?

Palestinians have limited administrative authority in Gaza, Area A and H1.
The Oslo Accords provides full administrative control for Palestinians in Area A. However, Israeli military law
still applies, and the ultimate authority is Israel.
Israel claims that it disengaged from Gaza in 2005 and therefore is not involved in control of this region.
However, Israel’s overall control in relation to the land, sea and air borders and its ability to control movement
of people and goods is to such an extent that it remains in de facto control of the region. Whilst Egypt has some
level of control over its de facto border with Gaza, Egypt’s level of influence is not in the same category of
Israel’s influence and intervention in Gaza’s state of affairs.

21.

What has Israel already de facto annexed?

The pragmatic and arguably legal reality is that de facto annexation already exists especially for Area B, C & H2.
Arguably it exists too for Area A & Gaza as the supreme authority/de facto sovereign is Israel given it can block
these areas & enter these regions at will.

22.

What annexed territory has the United States recognised, in contravention of international
law?

The United States recognised the ‘united city of Jerusalem’ as the capital of Israel in 2017 and opened the US
embassy in the no man’s land between East and West Jerusalem on 14 May 201824. The embassy opened
coinciding with the 70th year of Israel’s Declaration of Independence.
The United States recognised Israel’s exclusive sovereignty to the Golan Heights in 2019.

23.

What is the likelihood of annexation occurring by 1 July 2020?

There is a high likelihood that some form of de jure annexation by Israel will occur in July 2020. The extent of
this annexation may be uncertain, but it will be sufficient amount of territory as to on the one hand not disturb
external pressures but enough to satisfy the political base of the Prime Minister Netanyahu.
22

The borders have not yet been declared by Israel, but are taken by international law as the 1949 armistice lines,
subject to negotiations between Israel and Palestine.
23
The humanitarian situation in the H2 area of the Hebron city - Findings of needs assessment | April 2019
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-h2-area-hebron-city-findings-needs-assessment-april-2019
24
https://abcnews.go.com/International/opening-us-embassy-jerusalem/story?id=55009442

14

24.

What is the situation in the Jordan Valley (Area C)?
“Currently, closed military zones and nature reserves cover about 44 percent of the Jordan Valley while
Israeli settlements - including land held by settlement councils for future expansion - cover
approximately 50 percent.
On this land, Israel is using regional planning, land seizures, financial incentives and institutional coordination to ensure a growing Jewish presence through the establishment of civilian settlements and
economic enterprises. The settler population in the Jordan Valley, estimated to be over 9,000, live in 36
Israeli settlements and outposts.
Many settlers are farmers who cultivate large areas and use a grossly disproportionate amount of the
water resources for settlement agricultural production, making the Jordan Valley the most economically
exploited area in the OPT.
While the Occupying Power promotes settlement and economic development for Jewish Israelis in the
Jordan Valley, it concurrently imposes policies that render Palestinian development impossible and make
it increasingly difficult for Palestinians to remain living in the area. Israeli authorities have implemented
a regime of permits and restrictions on the movement of Palestinian goods and people in and out the
Jordan Valley. Permanent checkpoints and roadblocks require Palestinians who reside outside of the
Jordan Valley to obtain special permits to enter and access land that they own therein”.25

The Jordan Valley is also the most fertile land and is known as the food bowl of Palestine, which provides
another ground for annexing26.

25.

‘Isn’t it better to just wait and see, about annexation. Hasn’t Netanyahu made the same
promises before’?

A ‘wait & see’ approach is unhelpful. This favours further entrenchment of the status quo and a lost opportunity
for advocacy if it does occur.
For example, if you choose any critical issue, what is the likelihood of success to a problem if a ‘wait and see’
approach is taken? What will the outcome be for climate change, with such an approach?

26.

Is there a likelihood of annexation by increment?

Yes. The possibility of annexation by increment, which follows the settlement model (‘death by a thousand
cuts’) is most likely. Prime Minister Netanyahu can ‘have his cake & eat it’ by annexing symbolic strategic areas
of territory, enough to appease his base, but not so much as to create a backlash from forces that matter.

27.

How has Prime Minister Netanyahu already ‘halted the fulfilment of the Oslo Accords’?

Prime Minister Netanyahu has been doing all he can to torpedo the Oslo Accords and the opportunity for two
viable states throughout his years in the Knesset.
The Prime Minister’s famous conversation at Ofra settlement in 2001 about how in his words he ‘halted the
fulfilment of the Oslo Accords’ by ensuring Israel alone could define what was a ‘Military facility’. He gave the
example that this meant he could define the whole of Jordan Valley as a military facility or security zone.
Effectively this is what has happened. See the maps related to ‘No Firing Zones’ and ‘Closed Military Areas’. His
comments were recorded and aired on Israel Channel 10 at: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=3-5hUG6Os68.

25

Al-Haq, ‘The Silent Annexation of the Jordan Valley': Joint written statement to the Human Rights Council – 17th
session, 16 May 2011
http://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/alhaq_files/images/stories/statment_2.pdf
26
https://www.btselem.org/jordan_valley

15

28.

Is the crime of apartheid occurring under Israel’s authority?

Paragraph (2)(h) of Article 7 (Crimes against humanity) the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
(2002) provides:
"’The crime of apartheid’ means inhumane acts of a character similar to those referred to in paragraph 1 [i.e.
a list of examples of “crime against humanity”, including “The crime of apartheid”], committed in the context
of an institutionalized regime of systematic oppression and domination by one racial group over any other racial
group or groups and committed with the intention of maintaining that regime”.
It may be considered that the crime of apartheid is being committed in Areas B, C and H2 by Israel as there is
an institutionalised regime of oppression by one racial group (that includes ethno-national groups) over another
(i.e. the Palestinian people), with an intent to maintain that regime.

29.

Why does Israel want to annex parts of the West Bank at this time?

The main reason for annexation are:
a) Popular among right wing voters
b) Eastern shield against potential invasion from Jordan
c) ‘Judea and Samaria’ were promised in the Torah
d) See no partner for peace in the Palestinian leadership
e) There is a window of opportunity as President Trump will give his blessing.

30.

What are Palestinians and Christians in Palestine saying about annexation?
a) ‘Donald Trump is complicit in a catastrophe for Christians’, by Father Jamal Khader and Rev. Munther

b)
c)
d)
e)

f)

Isaac – “This plan transforms the Holy Land into a "Zionist fairyland" for the enjoyment of extreme
Christian evangelicals and Jews, while the local Christian population remains subjugated under Israel's
coercion. In fact, the plan maintains a cruel and artificial separation between two cities with key
Christian holy sites – Bethlehem and Jerusalem” 27
‘Holy Land: Heads of Churches voice concern about Israel's planned annexation of West Bank land’28
‘The Dire Consequences of Israel’s “Coalition Government”’, by Kairos Palestine29
‘Liberation, not Annexation’ by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land30
‘The General Delegation of Palestine to Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific: Position Paper in
response to the Israeli annexation plan’ – “The Palestinian leadership remains dedicated and committed
to the two-state solution on 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital, as a just and sustainable
solution to the Palestine-Israel conflict. Annexation would ultimately abolish this solution and
subsequently undermine any genuine advancements for peace, not only within the context of Palestine
and Israel, but would further lead to regional instability”31
‘US-Israeli collusion on annexation requires international sanctions’ by Dr Hanan Ashrawi32

27

https://files.constantcontact.com/9a33c36c001/98087609-a7dd-48c2-b8f0-9d6bc95be4e4.pdf
http://www.lpj.org/posts/holy-land-heads-of-churches-voice-concern-about-israels-planned-annexation-of-west-bankland.html
29
https://kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/statements/the-dire-consequences-of-israel-s-coalition-government
30
http://www.elcjhl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Liberation-not-annexation.pdf
31
http://www.palestine-australia.com/assets/Uploads/GDOP-Position-Paper-Annexation.pdf
32
http://www.dci.plo.ps/en/article/15186/Dr-Ashrawi-US-Israeli-collusion-on-annexation-requires-internationalsanctions
28
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31.

What has been the response from Jewish groups?33
a) New Israel Fund Australia on May 25th 2020 published a letter that was sent to Foreign Minister

b)

c)

d)
e)
f)

g)

h)

Marise Payne Opposing Israel's Plans for Annexation. In the letter NIF states:
“We believe that the consequences of the proposed unilateral moves are grave – for the Palestinian
people, whose basic rights and aspirations for statehood would be permanently denied; but also for
Israel’s democratic character, its security and its international standing”.34
Further, in an interview with Plus61JMedia, Executive Director of NIFA, Liam Getreu stated:
“The move [would] effectively place Palestinians under a permanent occupation, creating a two-class
system in the West Bank, where Jews have full rights and Arabs do not. Annexation is inimical to
Israel’s character and standing as a democracy. It leads Israel down an anti-democratic road towards
a future of permanent rule over another people, unending injustice, and stark inequality. It could also
spell the end of a two-state solution, making inevitable a one-state reality in which one national
group lives under the yoke of another, leading to discrimination and violence long into the future.”35
A coalition of organisations representing Jewish communities around the globe is united in their
opposition to unilateral annexation and permanent occupation. Some of those groups include J-Street,
New Israel Fund, New Israel Fund Australia, Yachad, Jewish Democratic Initiative (JDI), JSpaceCanada
and JCall. For a full list of organisations who signed this statement see the NIF article in the footnote. 36
To date 491 academics from a Jewish background have signed ‘A Letter on Annexation and Apartheid
in Israel’.37
USA Senator Bernie Sanders spoke during a joint Jewish-Arab demonstration held in Tel Aviv on June 6,
2020 against Israeli annexation plans38
@AmeinuUSA - "It’s a moral and practical imperative for all supporters of Israel, regardless of their
political stripes, to reject calls for unilateral annexation of any part of the West Bank."39
@PeaceNowUS - "[Annexation] will jeopardize Israel’s peace agreements... and will turn Israel into an
international pariah that perpetuates the occupation and the conflict with the Palestinians, and that
thumbs its nose at international law..."40
@IsraelPolicy4m - "We hope that the new Israeli government closely examines the potential
consequences of unilateral annexation and the deleterious impact it will have on Israeli security and
diplomacy…"41
@IfNotNowOrg - “Netanyahu & Gantz are moving forward w/ their annexation plan knowing that it
will destroy any chance of peace. It’s on our political and communal leaders to condemn this + offer
material consequences if the Israeli gov't moves forward...”42

33

We note that some of the US-based Jewish groups who strongly oppose Israeli annexation of parts of the West Bank,
do so based more on security issues and a desire to preserve Israel as a Jewish state, than appearing to hold genuine
concern for protecting the rights of all people in Palestine and Israel.
34
https://www.nif.org.au/our_letter_to_marise_payne?utm_campaign=fmletter&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=fa
cebook
35
‘A risk the world cannot afford’: Penny Wong slams West Bank annexation plan', 14 May 2020.
https://plus61j.net.au/featured/risk-world-cannot-afford-penny-wong-slams-west-bank-annexation-plan/
36
https://743b1ef7-f89e-47e1-be57-9bec17b9decf.filesusr.com/ugd/b7d37a_3b92f2f154eb4892a3bef79e83295c9c.pdf
and https://www.nif.org.au/international_coalition_of_jews_against_trumps_deal
37
https://www.annexation.site/
38
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/annexation-must-be-stopped-bernie-sanders-addresses-crowd-at-tel-aviv-rally1.8902918?fbclid=IwAR3N7tmlE5XukkQuSreD6kaZS-YvCoK1372KTgo8Q2YTsTv0S3TyR9mRLjw
39
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/news/letter-opposing-annexation
40
https://peacenow.org/entry.php?id=34199#.XrWzlC-r3-a
41
https://israelpolicyforum.org/2020/04/20/statement-on-israels-new-coalition-agreement/
42
https://twitter.com/IfNotNowOrg/status/1253384391444893696
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i)

j)

32.

The Executive Council of Australian Jewry have not commented - The co-chief Executive Officer of the
Executive Council of Australian Jewry, Peter Wertheim, said “it’s way too early to comment, as no-one
really knows how this will play out. We are keeping a close watch.” 43
The Zionist Federation of Australia have not commented - The Zionist Federation of Australia said “no
Israeli plan has been proposed; in the absence of any plan, commenting would be premature. The
coalition agreement between Netanyahu and Gantz is ambiguous. It doesn’t provide any detail on the
type, extent or timeline of annexation (nor does it use the word ‘annexation’ – a term with a specific
legal meaning).” 44

What has been the response from Australian politicians?
a) The Australian Labor Party - The Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Penny Wong, has
criticised Israel’s planned annexation of parts of the West Bank. Likewise in an interview with
Plus61JMedia, Senator Wong said:
“Unilateral annexation of West Bank would weaken the viability of any future Palestinian state, and risk
destabilising Israel’s neighbours – a risk the world cannot afford…Labor has long supported, and
continues to support, a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict…Labor continues to call on
both sides of the conflict to refrain from any actions that hamper peaceful outcomes for both the Israeli
and Palestinian people.” 45
b) The Australian Greens – “condemn in the strongest possible terms Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s announcement that he plans to annex nearly a third of the Occupied West Bank should he
win the Israeli election next week”, said former Leader of the Australian Greens Dr Richard Di Natale.
Di Natale went on to say:
“Should Netanyahu have the opportunity to proceed with this plan, it will annihilate the peace process.
This announcement is devastating for the Palestinian people, and for Israelis who want to live in a
peaceful democratic state…This is the sort of move that just a few years ago would only have been
supported by the fringe right, yet Netanyahu has made it clear that he has been emboldened by the
support of Trump’s White House…Rather than shrinking into silence, the Australian Government
should loudly condemn Netanyahu’s actions. Annexation is illegal under international law, just as
Israeli settlements are. The Israeli Prime Minister should recognise that this craven attempt to win reelection will only further isolate Israel.”46
c) The Minister of Foreign Affairs has not commented - “Plus61JMedia approached the Australian Foreign
Minister Marise Payne on several occasions for a comment but at the time of publication her office had
not offered any response.” 47

33.

What have National and International church organisations said about annexation?
a) The international aid agency of the National Council of Churches in Australia, Act for Peace – ‘Open
letter to the Australian Government: Towards a just peace in Palestine and Israel’48
b) The World Council of Churches and the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) – ‘Joint letter to
foreign ministers that are part of the European Union’49

43

‘A risk the world cannot afford’: Penny Wong slams West Bank annexation plan', 14 May 2020.
https://plus61j.net.au/featured/risk-world-cannot-afford-penny-wong-slams-west-bank-annexation-plan/
44
‘ibid.
45
‘A risk the world cannot afford’: Penny Wong slams West Bank annexation plan', 14 May 2020.
https://plus61j.net.au/featured/risk-world-cannot-afford-penny-wong-slams-west-bank-annexation-plan/
46
Greens Condem Netanyahu Over Annexation Announcement, 12 September 2019
https://www.nationaltribune.com.au/greens-condem-netanyahu-over-annexation-announcement/
47
‘ibid.
48
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/www_AFP/media/act-for-peace/Annexation-of-Jordan-Valley.pdf
49
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/general-secretary/statements/joint-letter-to-heads-of-statesthat-are-part-of-the-european-union/view
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Appendix
1.

Readings
(a) Warning of impending annexation
•

Friedman says US expects Israel to apply sovereignty to West Bank areas in coming weeks
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/1588746872-friedman-says-us-expects-israel-to-applysovereignty-to-west-bank-areas-in-coming-weeks

•

Netanyahu ‘confident’ Trump will OK annexation in ‘couple of months’
https://plus61j.net.au/panel-picks/netanyahu-confident-trump-will-ok-annexation-couple-months/

•

U.S.-Israel Relations in the Age of Annexation
https://israelpolicyforum.org/2020/04/28/briefing-with-amb-daniel-b-shapiro/

•

ICC Prosecutor 'Concerned' About Israeli Proposals to Annex Jordan Valley, 5 December 2019, by Noa
Landau
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-icc-prosecutor-concerned-about-israeli-proposalsto-annex-jordan-valley-1.8226040

(b) Predictions that annexation is not a threat
•

Can anyone stop Netanyahu’s annexation plans? – “A formidable array of figures is working in public
and behind the scenes to block Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s plan to annex West Bank
lands” by Ben Caspit
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/04/israel-benjamin-netanyahu-benny-gantzdonald-trump-ashkenazi.html#ixzz6KxU02eZZ

•

Yom Ha’atzmaut 2020 – national unity, coronavirus and annexation, by Adam Ognall
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/opinion-yom-haatzmaut-2020-national-unity-coronavirus-andannexation/

•

The Jordan Valley dilemma: A realistic approach, 17 May 2020 – “The dark prophecies by "liberal"
Israelis and EU officials about Israeli annexation of parts of the West Bank are exaggerated and obscure
the strategic value of the Jordan Valley for Israel's security”, by Raphael G. Bouchnik-Chen
https://www.israelhayom.com/opinions/the-jordan-valley-dilemma-a-realistic-approach/

(c) Further articles and resources
•

Latest news from UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?CID=PS

•

Civil Society and the Question of Palestine - NGO Action news – 21 May 2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/civil-society-and-question-palestine-ngoaction-news-21-may

•

The UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People held the United
Nations Forum on ‘The Question of Palestine: Threats of Annexation and the Prospects for Peace’ on 4
June 2020 - Three prominent speakers – Ms. Hanan Ashrawi, Member of the PLO Executive Committee;
Mr. Yossi Beilin, Former Israeli Cabinet Minister; Mr. James Zogby, Founder and President of the Arab
American Institute – outlined prevailing challenges and formulated recommendations to overcome the
current political impasse for salvaging peace prospects. To watch the video go here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vi96njzkRNc

•

Netanyahu, Gantz Agree on West Bank Annexation Proposal as Unity Deal Nears, Haaretz, 6 April 2020,
by Chaim Levinson and Jonathan Lis
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/elections/.premium-netanyahu-gantz-agree-on-west-bankannexation-as-unity-deal-nears-1.8745742
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•

Analysis Netanyahu-Gantz Unity Deal: The Good, the Bad, the Ugly and the Ominous, 21 April 2020
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-the-netanyahu-gantz-unity-agreement-the-goodthe-bad-the-ugly-and-the-ominous-1.8785272

•

Staff, Unity government deal guarantees vote on West Bank annexation, 20 April 2020
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog-april-20-2020/

•

Unity government deal guarantees vote on West Bank annexation
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog-april-20-2020/

•

Five Takeaways from the Netanyahu-Gantz Coalition Agreement
https://www.nif.org.au/five_takeaways_from_the_netanyahu_gantz_coalition_agreement

•

Netanyahu, Gantz Sign Coalition Deal to Form Government –
“According to the deal, Netanyahu can advance legislation to annex parts of the West Bank starting
July 1, on the condition that the move is supported by the U.S. administration.
On 6 April 2020, as part of negotiations for the agreement, ‘Gantz and Netanyahu, until recently
political rivals who faced off in Israel's March 2 election, agreed that Netanyahu would be able to
bring a proposal for annexing parts of the West Bank to a cabinet vote this summer, but only if the
United States backs the move and if it is done in coordination with other international players”. by
Chaim Levinson
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/elections/.premium-gantz-netanyahu-expected-to-signcoalition-deal-on-monday-evening-1.8783533

•

This Will Be the Heavy Price of Annexation for the Israelis
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-this-will-be-the-heavy-cost-of-annexation-for-theisraelis-1.8868955

•

Explained Annexation for Dummies: Making Sense of Netanyahu and Gantz's Declarations – “This came
despite a damning report by the International Criminal Court and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas's
statement that it would ‘eradicate the foundations’ of any kind of peace process”, by Hagar Shezaf
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/elections/.premium-annexation-for-dummies-making-senseof-netanyahu-and-gantz-s-declarations-1.8438442

•

Bennett Announces Intention to Build New Settlement in E2: Peace Now to Petition, 6 May 2020, by
Americans for Peace Now
https://peacenow.org.il/en/bennett-announces-intention-to-build-new-settlement-in-e2

•

Trump, Netanyahu Discuss Iran, Annexing Jordan Valley in Call After U.S. Military Visits to Israel –
“WASHINGTON - U.S. President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Netanyahu spoke on the phone on
Sunday, focusing on Iran and other regional issues, the White House said in a statement…
Among them, Netanyahu said, was recognizing the Jordan Valley as Israel's official eastern border,
as well as a ‘defense pact with the U.S. Things we could only dream about, but we have the chance
of realizing’.
Netanyahu said this was the reason he made Kahol Lavan leader Benny Gantz an offer to execute
these ‘historic chances in a unity government that will be formed now according to the outline I
proposed’, which he did not elaborate on.
In mid-November Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced that the U.S. is softening its position
on Israeli settlements in the West Bank and that they don't violate international law. Netanyahu then
called Trump to thank him for the decision.” 2 December 2019 by Amir Tibon
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-trump-netanyahu-discuss-iran-in-phone-callfollowing-u-s-military-visits-to-israel-1.8203254

•

Israel and Annexation by Lawfare, 10 April 2018, by Michael Sfard
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2018/04/10/israel-and-annexation-by-lawfare/

•

Israel has de facto annexed the Jordan Valley report, 13 February 2006, by B’Tselem
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-195092/
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2. Further References
Search UN Documents
• https://www.un.org/unispal/document-subject/annexation/
•

United Nations Human Rights: Office of the High Commissioner
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/menaregion/pages/psindex.aspx

Maps
• Peace Now – Map database
https://peacenow.org.il/maps/peacenow-desktop/index.html
•

Occupied Palestinian Territory Humanitarian Atlas (OCHA), 2019
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Atlas_2019_web.pdf

•

Settlements Map
http://peacenow.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/settlements_map_eng-2019.pdf

•

National ancient sites in the West Bank | Israeli Activities in Archaeological Sites in East Jerusalem and
the West Bank: Five Case Studies 2014
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/CulturalRights/DestructionHeritage/NGOS/EmekShaveh.pdf

•

ICAHD Maps: Partition Plan etc.
https://icahd.org/resources/maps/

•

Data on Netanyahu’s Jordan Valley Annexation Map
https://peacenow.org.il/en/data-on-netanyahus-jordan-valley-annexation-map

Population
• Peace Now, [Settler] Population
https://peacenow.org.il/en/settlements-watch/settlements-data/population
Palestinian Christian population
• “According to the 2017 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics census, there are around 47 000
Christians in Palestine, with the vast majority - close to 98 per cent - situated in the West Bank. Gaza's
dwindling Christian population amounts to just over 2 per cent of the entire Palestinian Christian
community. They are concentrated in the West Bank towns of Ramallah and Bethlehem, as well as
Jerusalem. Among them are members of every Eastern Christian denomination and most Western
ones”. 50
• ‘Migration of Palestinian Christians: Drivers and Means of Combating it’ - Results of a public opinion
poll among Palestinian Christians, June 202051
Palestine Country Briefs
• Palestine Country Brief, April 2020, Published 21 May 2020, by the World Food Programme –
“In April, WFP assisted 258,144 and 88,342 poor food-insecure people in Gaza and the West Bank
respectively, predominantly through electronic food vouchers but also through in-kind food parcels.
WFP’s CBT programme continued uninterruptedly in Gaza and the West Bank. The 2020 first quarter
in-kind food distributions to Bedouin and herders in Area C of the West Bank were completed through
close collaboration with UNRWA”.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2020%2004%20Palestine%20Country%20Brie
f%20.pdf

50

World Directory of Minorities and Indigenous Peoples - Palestine : Christians, May 2018
https://www.refworld.org/docid/49749cd12.html;
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/site/lang__en/1005/default.aspx
51
https://www.pcpsr.org/sites/default/files/Poll%20Findings%20of%20Emigration%20Among%20Palestinian%20Christia
ns%20June%202020.pdf
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Peace Plans
• Peace to Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the Lives of the Palestinian and Israeli People [The Trump Plan]
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Peace-to-Prosperity-0120.pdf
•

Israeli-Palestinian Permanent Borders, by Geneva Initiative (2003). https://ecf.org.il/media_items/856
https://content.ecf.org.il/files/M00650_GenevaInitiativeGeneralMapEnglish.jpg

Response to Trump Plan
• Trump's so-called Vision/deal of The century: a move to end the Palestinian refugee issue through
serious breaches of international law, 15 May 2020, by BADIL – Resource Centre for Palestinian
Residency & Refugee Rights
http://www.badil.org/phocadownloadpap/badil-new/publications/research/in-focus/Deal-of-theCentury-Refugee-Issue(PositionPaper-May2020).pdf
Campaigns opposing annexation
• J Street resources for opposing annexation
https://jstreet.org/stop-annexation/?akid=190603.331477.7w7U7O&rd=1&t=3#.XsNA02gzbIW

3. Annexation examples
•

“Annexation is frequently preceded by conquest and military occupation of the conquered territory.
Occasionally, as in the German annexation of Austria in 1938 (see Anschluss), a conquest may be
accomplished by the threat of force without active hostilities. Military occupation does not constitute or
necessarily lead to annexation. Thus, for instance, the Allied military occupation of Germany after the
cessation of hostilities in World War II was not followed by annexation. When military occupation results in
annexation, an official announcement is normal, to the effect that the sovereign authority of the annexing
state has been established and will be maintained in the future. Israel made such a declaration when it
annexed the Golan Heights in 1981, as did Russia following its annexation of the Ukrainian autonomous
republic of Crimea in 2014. The subsequent recognition of annexation by other states may be explicit or
implied. Annexation based on the illegal use of force is condemned in the Charter of the United Nations”. 52

4. Article 47 of the Fourth Geneva Convention (Prohibition of annexation)
•

Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Geneva, 12 August 1949.
INVIOLABILITY OF RIGHTS, ARTICLE 47
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/WebART/380-600054?OpenDocument
Protected persons who are in occupied territory shall not be deprived, in any case or in any manner
whatsoever, of the benefits of the present Convention by any change introduced, as the result of the
occupation of a territory, into the institutions or government of the said territory, nor by any agreement
concluded between the authorities of the occupied territories and the Occupying Power, nor by any
annexation by the latter of the whole or part of the occupied territory.

5. Example of the IDF conducting arrests and raids in Area A in defiance of the Oslo Peace Accords

52

•

PA premier vows to block IDF from entering West Bank’s Area A ‘with our bodies', 12 October 2019 by
Jacob Magid
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pa-premier-vows-to-block-idf-from-entering-west-banks-area-a-withour-bodies/

•

Israeli military raids two print shops in Tulkarm, confiscates equipment and papers, and causes much
damage - The West Bank is governed by Israeli military law which permits its soldiers to enter any
Palestinian home or business without a warrant. Tulkarm is in Area A.
https://www.btselem.org/video/20170503_raids_on_tulkarm_printing_houses?fbclid=IwAR35L2u8Q
7TQ50tTbMjYwIN6Ru4glZV5SCygxs6m2-SDzsnq4tdfFjyNrRg#full

https://www.britannica.com/topic/annexation
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6. Video of former Shin Bet director speaking against annexation (J Street forum)
•

Annexation and Israel's Security, featuring Adm (Ret.) Ami Ayalon, 6 May 2020.
https://www.facebook.com/jstreetdotorg/videos/375153750396908/

7. Advisory opinion of the ICJ [de facto annexation]
Advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the Legal Consequences of the
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory –
“Gravely concerned at the commencement and continuation of construction by Israel, the occupying
Power, of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, which
is in departure from the Armistice Line of 1949 (Green Line) and which has involved the confiscation
and destruction of Palestinian land and resources, the disruption of the lives of thousands of
protected civilians and the de facto annexation of large areas of territory, and underlining the
unanimous opposition by the international community to the construction of that wall’.
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-178825/

8. Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights – 2003 [de facto annexation]
•

E/CN.4/2004/6, 8 September 2003 - QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE
OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, INCLUDING PALESTINE
Report of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights, John Dugard, on the situation
of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel since 1967, submitted in accordance
with Commission resolution 1993/2 A
Summary
“The situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) continues to be a matter of grave concern.
Although the road map promoted by the Quartet offers some prospect of peace in the region, it is
important to record that the past six months have seen continued violations of human rights and
international humanitarian law.
The Government of Israel has justified its actions in the OPT on the grounds of self-defence and
portrayed them as anti-terrorism measures. That Israel has legitimate security concerns cannot be
denied. On the other hand, some limit must be placed on the violation of human rights in the name
of counter-terrorism. A balance must be struck between respect for human rights and the interests
of security.
During the past few months the construction of the Wall, separating Israel from the West Bank, has
been frenetically pursued. The Wall does not follow the Green Line, which marks the de facto
boundary between Israel and Palestine. Instead, it incorporates substantial areas of the West Bank
into Israel. Over 210,000 Palestinians will be seriously affected by the Wall. Palestinians living
between the Wall and the Green Line will be effectively cut off from their farmlands and workplaces,
schools, health clinics and other social services. This is likely to lead to a new generation of refugees
or internally displaced persons.
The Wall has all the features of a permanent structure. The fact that it will incorporate half of the
settler population in the West Bank and East Jerusalem suggests that it is designed to further
entrench the position of the settlers. The evidence strongly suggests that Israel is determined to
create facts on the ground amounting to de facto annexation. Annexation of this kind, known as
conquest in international law, is prohibited by the Charter of the United Nations and the Fourth
Geneva Convention. The Special Rapporteur submits that the time has come to condemn the Wall as
an unlawful act of annexation in the same way that Israel’s annexation of East Jerusalem and the
Golan Heights has been condemned as unlawful. Similarly, no recognition should be given by the
international community to Israel’s control over Palestinian territory enclosed by the Wall’.
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/8976BE248C8E02AE85256DB1004DD7CC
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Letter Writing Action
Oppose the Annexation
With the newly formed Netanyahu-Gantz coalition government in Israel, there is grave
danger that as soon as July 1 plans for formal annexation of sections of the West Bank will
begin. That doesn’t’ leave us much time to oppose it. Will you please write an email or letter to
your Member of Parliament and State Senators to voice your concerns. Also send copies to the
Foreign Minister, Shadow Foreign Minister, Prime Minister and Leader of the Opposition.
To assist with this here is a draft letter that the Palestine Israel Ecumenical Network has sent
out to politicians that you can use as a guide. Click here.
Or better still, request a meeting (via Zoom if needed) with your local Member of Parliament.

Social Media Campaign Action
(Initiated by National Coordinators of the EAPPI program)

#NoToAnnexation
The campaign will be focused between June 10 and July 12, 2020 and asks the following:
• Post a photo or short video of yourself on your own personal social media accounts
explaining why you say #NoToAnnexation. If you are not comfortable sharing an image or
video, you can share a text-only post.
• Always keep your posts short. That way more people will read and share them. Keep to less
than 30 words on Facebook and Instagram (shorter on Twitter) and videos should be less
than 10 seconds.
• They will have a Wednesday Wave from Wednesday 10 June and every Wednesday of the
campaign. So if possible please join in with these by doing your social media posts on
Wednesdays.
• Please use the hashtag #NoToAnnexation so they can track the campaign internationally.
• If you are happy to, then please tag PIEN so we can share your posts. On Facebook you can
tag us @PalestineIsraelEcumenicalNetwork or on Twitter @PIENAustralia.
• Please don’t use the #eappi, or tag the World Council of Churches as this is a campaign by
the EAPPI sending organisations and not the WCC.
• Here are some suggested phrases you could use:
o I say #NoToAnnexation in Palestine because it would destroy any prospects for peace for
both Palestinians and Israelis
o I say #NoToAnnexation in Palestine because international law is clear – annexation is
illegal!
o I say #NoToAnnexation in Palestine because I believe it’s my moral duty to speak up for
those living under military force and oppression
o I say #NoToAnnexation in Palestine because I believe in the rights of all people to be free
to determine their own future
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