
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Speaking for a peaceful future 
Palestinian Christian speaking tour  

 
 
Why? 
The situation for Palestinians is worsening.  Access to food, water, shelter, medical care, a 
steady income, and other basic human rights are being limited by the Israeli military 
occupation.  Generations of children are growing up in an environment of perpetual tension, 
fear, and the threat of violence.   
 
Church leaders in Palestine are asking for urgent engagement from the International 
Christian community in their situation.  However there are many Australians who are not 
aware of the suffering caused by the Palestinian-Israeli conflict in the ‘holy land’.  This tour 
will give the opportunity for Christians to engage with a fellow Christian from Palestine – 
hearing their story and giving an opportunity to reflect about peace and reconciliation and 
their own theological understanding.  
 
The speaker can both raise awareness about the dire situation in Palestine amongst 
Christian audiences who are unfamiliar with the context. She can particularly share the views 
of what it is like being a young woman in a context seemingly without hope.  It can also 
inform and inspire Christians already involved in a supporting a just and peaceful future. 
 
Who?  
 
Arda Aghazarian is an emerging Christian leader committed to shine the light of truth and 
understanding on her occupied homeland.  She has been recommended by key Christian 
leaders in Palestine to highlight the urgent situation. 
 
Arda is an Armenian Palestinian Christian media professional from the Old City of 
Jerusalem. Growing up through violence and military occupation, she has become an 
advocate for justice and peace in the Holy Land, with particular emphasis on conflict 
resolution and women’s rights.  Arda has been an international peacemaking partner with 
the Presbyterian Church in the USA, and has played a key role in program development and 
implementation in the YWCA in Palestine.  She guides pilgrims through the streets of 
Jerusalem, as well as delivering public talks and lectures.   
 
When and where? 
Thirty days over September and October 2014.  Arda is available to travel to events around 
Australia.  Key events and travel dates of her trip will be decided in early 2014. 
 
This tour is organised by the Palestine Israel Ecumenical Network and World Vision 
Australia.   
 
For further information, please contact  
Jessica Morrison, Palestine Israel Ecumenical Network 
0431 519 577   contact@pien.org.au    www.pien.org.au  
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